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The Home of Effect 
Pigments
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GNMI Today

SUSONITY, home of effect pigments, is the global 

market leader in effect, active & functional 

pigments for cosmetics, automotive, plastics, 

printing and packaging / coating markets

✓

Offers some 1,500 pearlescent & functional 

pigments and cosmetic ingredients, both standard

and customer specific, based on a wide range

of substrates, techniques and surface treatments

✓

Owns 3 production plants, in Germany, USA 

and Japan✓

Sales, Marketing & Technical Service network 

with global reach (160+ countries), covering all 

product levels, requirements, tests and 

sustainability & regulatory demands

✓

SUSONITY, developing surface solutions since 

1959, with headquarters in Darmstadt, Germany 

and a global network of local offices
✓

CQV, a Korean manufacturer of pearlescent 

pigments, was partially acquired by Global New 

Material International Holdings in 2023. In Dec 

2025, GNMI raised its ownership to 50.75%.

✓

Offers 993 pearlescent pigment products which 

mainly include synthetic mica-based products, 

natural mica-based products, glass flake-based 

products, and aluminum oxide-based products

✓

Sales service network is present in 150+ 

countries across all continents, including Korea, 

China, Japan, Australia, US, Brazil, UK, France
✓

Founded in 2000, it is headquartered and listed 

in Korea✓

Owns 3 production plants in Korea✓

Chesir is the No.1 pearlescent pigment producer 

in China✓

Offers 1,179 pearlescent pigment products which 

mainly include synthetic mica-based products, 

natural mica-based products, glass flake-based 

products, and silicon oxide-based products

✓

Has marketing network covering major countries 

in the world, and its products are exported to 

100+ countries and regions around the world
✓

Founded in 2011, headquartered in Guangxi, 

China and listed in Hong Kong✓

Owns 3 production plants in China✓
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GNMI Corporate History

2011

Guangxi 

Chesir Pearl 

Material Co., 

Ltd. 

established

2014

Synthetic mica 

plant with an 

annual 

production 

capacity of 

5,000 tons was 

commissioned, 

pearlescent 

material plant 

with an annual 

production 

capacity of 

18,000 tons 

was 

commissioned

2015

Established a 

European 

subsidiary to 

expand 

international 

presence

2016

Publicly listed 

on NEEQ

2021

Publicly listed 

in Hong Kong 

(code: GNMI 

06616.HK)

2023

Acquired CQV

2024

Pearlescent 

material plant with 

an annual capacity 

of 30,000 tons 

was 

commissioned. 

Construction of 

Asia-Pacific 

headquarters and 

surface functional 

materials R&D 

and production 

base project 

officially started

Signed an 

agreement with 

Merck KGaA to 

acquire its global 

surface solutions 

business

2025

Acquired

SUSONITY



Our new name starts with our focus on
surface solutions. The word creation 
encapsulates key qualities that form 
the very foundation of the new brand.

The acronym SUSO stands for surface 
solution, while ITY represents the 
infinity of possibilities and a broader 
scope of competences and expertise 
that the brand represents.

SUSONITY
SURFACE

INFINITY
RELIABILITY

PERSONALITY
CREATIVITY

AGILITY
OPPORTUNITY

…

The name and its meaning
SUSONITY

SOLUTIONS
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1984
Opening plant in 
Onahama, Japan

1986
First cars with Iriodin® 
coatings

Our Colorful Journey
Beyond Heritage comes Susonity

1959
Start production in 
Gernsheim, Germany

First pearlescent 
pigments as Iriodin®

2000/2001
Launch of Xirallic® and 
Xirona® for automotive 
and cosmetic markets 

2002
Launch of 
Colorstream® with 
unique color flop 
effects

2005
Launch of Actives 
pigments for healthy 
skins

1991
First pigments for 
laser marking -
Lazerflair®

1996
Market share of 
60% in automotive 
coatings

1965
Development of new 
metal oxide pigments
Global market 
leadership and sales

1977
Entry global plastics 
market

1975
Launch of Rona® 
brands

Entry to USA 
cosmetics market

2024
Introduction of 
Instrumental Color 
Release, a digitized 
process for global QC 
of effect pigments

2025
Merck Surface 
Solutions rebranded 
as Susonity. Susonity 
becomes part of the 
GNMI Group, China |  Page 6



Innovation & 
Market leader

Global Production & Tech. Support
Local contacts in your language

Savannah / USA: 
production & InA

Gernsheim / Germany: 
production & InA

Onahama /Japan: 
production & InA

China: 
production & InA

In business since 
1959

~1100 
employees

~€406
mio. Sales

~130 
dedicated technical 

experts in InA

Global sales & 
marketing reach
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One Business – Three Segments
Infinite possibilities in colors & effects.

Coatings

Industrials

Cosmetics

ACTIVES

▪ Skin care functionals & actives (e.g. RonaCare®)

▪ UV filters (e.g. Eusolex®)

▪ Tanning (e.g. RonaCare® Bronzyl and DHA)

▪ Insect repellent (e.g. IR3535®)

▪ Special effects (e.g. Colorstream®)

▪ Low luster color & other 
(Iriodin®, Pyrisma®, Spectraval®)

▪ Low luster silverwhite (Iriodin®)

▪ Functional binders: Polysilazanes (e.g. Durazane®)

▪ Specialty materials: High-purity raw materials 
(e.g., Optipur®)

▪ Functional pigments: Laser Marking, Security, 
Conductivity (e.g. Iriotec®)

▪ Special effects (Ronastar®, Xirona®)

▪ Low luster color & other 
(Colorona®, Timiron®, Candurin®, Ronastar®)

▪ Low luster silverwhite (Timiron®)

▪ Special effects (Colorstream®, Meoxal®)

▪ High luster (Xirallic®)

▪ Low luster color & other 
(Iriodin®, Pyrisma®)

▪ Low luster silverwhite (Iriodin®)

PIGMENT

Pigment

ACTIVESPIGMENTS

O U R  P O R T F O L I O

SEGMENT
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Infinite Possibilities

www.susonity.com/IT/it

http://www.susonity.com/IT/it


Special Effect 
Pigments: 
Infinite Possibilities



The Home of Unique Brands.

The home of effects since 1959, we´ve been driving

innovation in effectful surface solutions. With heritage brands

like Iriodin®, Colorstream® and Xirallic®, we´re transforming

products around the globe from ordinary to extraordinary.

Our premier product range allows infinite possibilities in

colors, effects and applications.

Our Coating & Industrial product brands.

TECHNIPUR®
THERMAVAL®
TIMIRON®
TIVIDA®
XIRALLIC®
XIRONA®

BIFLAIR®

COLORSTREAM®

IRIODIN®

MEOXAL®

MIRAVAL®

PYRISMA®

XIRALLIC®

XIRALLIC® NXT

|  Page 11

https://www.merckgroup.com/en/brands/pm/technipur.html
https://www.merckgroup.com/en/brands/pm/thermaval.html
https://www.merckgroup.com/en/brands/pm/timiron.html
https://www.merckgroup.com/en/brands/pm/tivida.html
https://www.merckgroup.com/en/brands/pm/xirallic.html
https://www.merckgroup.com/en/brands/pm/xirona.html


Special Effect Pigments 
Technology and Specifications
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40-60nm
60-80nm 80-100nm 100-140nm

120-160nm

Final effect

Light

Layer 
thickness
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Aluminum

Luminous metal 
effect 

Borosilicate

Transparency 
sparkle/glitter

Alumina

High chroma
crystal effect/ 

sparkle

Silica 

Gonio-chromatic 
effect

Natural Mica 

Pearl effect 
Natural

Synthetic Mica 

Purer color / 

more  transparency

Bismuth 
Oxychloride

Hiding glossy  
metal effect 

Special Effect Pigments
From a technical point of view...

IRIODIN® IRIODIN® MIRAVAL®

PYRISMA®

MEOXAL®XIRALLIC®

XIRALLIC® NXT

COLORSTREAM® BIFLAIR®
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Special Effect Pigments

Beyond technical specifications, pigments are defined by 

the color impact they deliver and by the value they add to 

your final products.

Understanding their full potential helps you choose the 

right solution for each application, unlocking superior 

aesthetics and enhanced market appeal.

Visual performance

|  Page 16



Forever White

Weather-resistant effect pigments​

The weather-resistant pigments are designed to meet the high

standards of the coatings industry. An additional surface treatment

enhances the pigment particles' durability, making them suitable for

demanding outdoor applications.

In the automotive industry and other applications, such as

architectural buildings, surface-treated pigment variants offer two

key advantages: a narrower particle size distribution with fewer

coarser particles and reduced coloristic tolerance.

For lasting colors and brilliance

|  Page 17
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Special Effect Pigments

• Automotive OEM Coatings

• Automotive Repair Coatings

• Powder Coatings (architectural panels, window and door frames, 

furniture, etc.)

• Plastic Coatings (for telecommunication and phone articles, automotive 

parts, sport utilities)

• Industrial Coating (metal furniture, cooking ware, domestic appliances, 

etc.)

• Coil Coating (architectural building)

• Dispersion paints (decorative paints for indoor and outdoor on buildings)

• Leather Coatings (shoe, handbag, interior design and automotive interior)

• Wood Coatings (paint for wood indoor and outdoor, kitchen design and 

furniture)

• Artist Paints (paints for professional and hobby artist)

Coatings Market Applications



Beyond a Presentation. 
Let’s Talk Possibilities.

Thank You !



Disclaimer SUSONITY 
Products are warranted to meet the specifications set forth on their label/packaging and/or certificate of analysis at the time of shipment or for the expressly stated 
duration. SUSONITY provides information and advice on application technologies and relevant regulations based upon its current knowledge and opinion. 
SUSONITY MAKES NO REPRESENTATION OR WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR USE REGARDING OUR PRODUCTS, THEIR APPLICATION OR ANY INFORMATION PROVIDED IN CONNECTION THEREWITH.SUSONITY shall not in 
any event be liable for incidental, consequential, indirect, exemplary or special damages of any kind resulting from any use or failure of the products. Customer is 
responsible for and must independently determine the suitability of SUSONITY’s products for its products, intended use and processes. The foregoing information 
and suggestions are also provided without warranty of non-infringement as to intellectual property rights of third parties and shall not be construed as any 
inducement to infringe the rights of third parties. Customer shall be responsible for obtaining any applicable third-party intellectual property licenses. All sales are 
subject to SUSONITY’s complete Terms and Conditions of Sale. Prices are subject to change without notice. SUSONITY reserves the right to discontinue products 
without prior notice.

© 2025 SUSONITY Commercial GmbH. SUSONITY and the logo are trademarks of SUSONITY Commercial GmbH and/or its affiliates. The information on our 
trademarks is available in the Trademarks section on www.susonity.com.

SUSONITY Japan G.K. 
スソニティジャパン合同会社
ARCO Tower, 7F
1-8-1, Shimomeguro
Meguro-ku
Tokyo 153-8605, Japan

SUSONITY Commercial GmbH
Mainzer Str. 41
64579 Gernsheim, Germany

SUSONITY, LLC
110 EMD Blvd, 
Port Wentworth, GA 31407, USA

www.susonity.com 

SUSONITY srl
Via Tiziano 32 – 4° floor
20145 Milano, Italy

Stefano Corrado
Account Manager Coatings
stefano.corrado@susonity.com

Laura Zanini
Account Manager Decoratives&Functionals
laura.zanini@susonity.com

http://www.susonity.com/
mailto:stefano.corrado@susonity.com
mailto:laura.zanini@susonity.com
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